Choice Lesson Plan
Author: Sonia Granado
Date Created: 3-20-13
Subject(s): Descriptive Writing
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  •
TIME: Facing the Blank Page
Grade Level: 9
Materials: Assigned Course Text Book
Summary (and Rationale):  As a class: Read the assigned example text and discuss which aspects of it make it descriptive writing
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes] Do you know what Descriptive writing is? What makes it different from other types of writing (esp. Narrative)? Have you ever written a descriptive writing essay?
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Students will participate in a Socratic seminar where the passage will be read aloud and the students will respond to prepared questions with examples and requests for clarification. An exit slip will be turned in at the end of class. The slip will ask the students to list the five steps to writing a descriptive paper. Each of the five steps is worth 20 points.
	Students will be able to recognize and reproduce an example of Descriptive writing. 


State the objective: [45 minutes]
Assessment: [10 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [45 minutes]
1. Teacher will introduce and explain the Socratic Method. I will help the students to understand that it is not much different than any class discussion, only more directed and controlled.
2. As a class – with students and teacher taking turns—we will read TIME Facing the Blank Page
a. During the reading the class will pause to discuss each step of the writing process being described in the story. 

3. Students will be asked a discussion question appropriate to each step of the writing process being described (included in attachments)
a. Teacher will answer questions using the text when appropriate. Students with ideas will be allowed to speak; good ideas will be validated and explored
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [45 minutes (included with the Teacher Input)]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10 minutes] Students will have the opportunity to ask any questions they still have. This may open further discussion that may need to be put off for the next day depending on time. Or the questions might be turned into a lesson, again depending on time
VI. Independent Practice: [10 minutes]

Students will complete an exit slip before leaving class that meets the criteria described in the discussion
STANDARDS:
Literacy.RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

Literacy.RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Literacy.RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

Literacy.W.9-10.1a Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Literacy.W.9-10.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

Literacy.W.9-10.1d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
Literacy.W.9-10.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

Literacy.SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

Literacy.SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

Literacy.SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

Literacy.SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

Plans for Individual Differences: Students who are unable to speak will join the discussion using whatever form of communication is typically used by them in class. Students with reading difficulties will be seated with a “study buddy” who will help explain the material as it is being read aloud or discussed.
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