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Subject(s): Round-Table Build – a – Poem 
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Poetry/ Cooperative Learning
Grade Level: 9
Materials: Poem: The Partial Explanation
Summary (and Rationale):  By working together to create an original poem students learn the form and emotion that form the rationale and power of the writing form. They will learn why poetry is an important aspect of literature.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes] What do you know about poetry? What poems do you know and where did you hear about them? Have you ever written poetry? Introduce the sample poem and discuss what makes it a poem and how it could inspire a new work.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Students will exhibit an understanding of the form and function of poetry. Students will create an original poem by working in small groups and as a class. Each student will get credit for creating a single line of the poem. 1 line = full credit. No line = 0
	By the end of the lesson the class will have created an entirely new poem. The poem will be free style but must be cohesive.


State the objective: [5 minutes]
Assessment: [10 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes] 
a. What makes a poem a poem? Does it have to rhyme? How many stanzas should a poem have? Can a poem be written about any topic?

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [10 minutes] 

a. Discuss how it may be different than other poems the students have been exposed to
b. Read The Partial Explanation by Charles Simic
c. Talk about how the poem is divided into stanzas and what makes a stanza
d. How can something as simple as a visit to a diner become poetry?

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [15minutes]

a. Students will be divided into groups of 5

b. The teacher will provide a theme and working title for a poem that the students will create


1. Theme: Riding the School Bus



2. Title: Controlled Chaos



3. Poem should be 6 stanzas long (assuming 30 students in the class)
c. Each group will be responsible for creating 1 stanza of a poem
d. Each member of the group will provide one line of the stanza
VI. Independent Practice: [15 minutes]
a. Once all groups are finished, the entire class will come back together and work on fitting their separate stanzas into one coherent poem. Changes/adjustments will be made as necessary with the agreement of the whole class

STANDARDS:
Literacy.W.9-10.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts

Literacy.W.9-10.2d: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.
Literacy.W.9-10.3c Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.
Writing.W.9-10.3.d: Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
Reading Standards: RL 12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text
RL 12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, figurative and connotative meanings
RL 12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text (e.g. satire, sarcasm, irony, and understanding
Reading Standards for Informational Text: RI 12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text
RI 12.6: Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text, especially in regards to rhetoric
Writing Standards: 12.1d: Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline
Writing.W 12.2.d: Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy
Writing.W 12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Speaking and Listening Standards: 12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners, texts, topics, and issued
Lanuage Standards: L.12.3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in difference contexts
L 12.4b: Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes to indicate different meanings or parts of speech
Plans for Individual Differences: For students who are uncomfortable or for any other reason do not work well in group settings, that student may complete their line of the poem independently, it will be worked into another group’s stanza – i.e. Independent Study
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